
 Proposed Rule - IDAPA 08.02.02.018, .021, .022, .023, .024, .026, .100 Rules Governing  
 Uniformity Revised endorsement requirements to align to changes to educator standards for: 
 Standard Elementary Certificate, Driver Education (6-12). English (6-12), Gifted and Talented 
 (K-12), Library Media Specialist (K-12), Literacy (K-12), Teacher Librarian (K-12) as well as 
 changes to Administrator Certificate. The rule also changes the name of the group Idaho uses 
 to accreditate its teacher education programs from the National Council for Accreditation of 
 Teacher Education (NCATE) to the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation 
 (CAEP). After public comment, this rule will go back to the State Board at its special meeting in 
 November before going to the Legislature in 2014 for final approval.  
 
 

IDAPA 08 
TITLE 02 

CHAPTER 02 

 

08.02.02 - RULES GOVERNING UNIFORMITY  

 

018. STANDARD ELEMENTARY CERTIFICATE. 

A Standard Elementary Certificate makes an individual eligible to teach grades Kindergarten (K) through eight (8), and may be issued 

to any person who has a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university and who meets the following requirements:(3-16-04) 

 

 01. General Education Requirements. Completion of the general education requirements at an accredited college or 

university is required. (3-30-07) 

 

 02. Professional Education Requirements. (3-30-07) 

 

 a. A minimum of twenty-four (24) semester credit hours, or thirty-six (36) quarter credit hours, in the philosophical, 

psychological and methodological foundations and in the professional subject matter of elementary education, which shall include at 

least six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, in developmental reading and its application to the content area.(3-16-04) 

 

 b. At least six (6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, of elementary student teaching or two (2) 

years of satisfactory experience as a teacher in grades K-8. (3-16-04) 

 

 03. Additional Requirements. An institutional recommendation from an accredited college or university or verification 

of two (2) years of teaching experience in grades Kindergarten (K) through eight (8). 

   (3-16-04) 

 

 04. Area of Endorsement.  All individuals, who begin an Idaho approved preparation program after July 1, 2013, 

seeking a Standard Elementary Certificate shall complete the requirements for a subject area endorsement as outlined under 

requirements for a Standard Secondary Certificate. An endorsement allowing teaching of that subject through grade nine (9) or a K-12 

endorsement shall be added to the Standard Elementary Certificate.  

   4-7-11(___) 

 

 05. Proficiency. Proficiency in areas noted above is measured by completion of the credit hour requirements provided 

herein. Additionally, each candidate shall meet or exceed the state qualifying score on approved elementary content area and 

pedagogy assessments. (3-16-04) 

 

019. EARLY CHILDHOOD / EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL EDUCATION BLENDED CERTIFICATE. 

An Early Childhood / Early Childhood Special Education Blended Certificate is non-categorical and makes an individual eligible to 

teach in any educational setting for youth from birth to grade three (3), including those who are at-risk or have developmental delays. 

The Early Childhood / Early Childhood Special Education Blended Certificate may be issued to any person with a bachelor’s degree 

from an accredited college or university and who meets the following minimum requirements: (3-16-04) 

 

 01. General Education Requirements. Completion of the general education requirements at an accredited college or 

university is required. (3-30-07) 

 

 02. Professional Education Requirements. (3-16-04) 



 

 a. A minimum of thirty (30) semester credit hours, or forty-five (45) quarter credit hours, in the philosophical, 

psychological and methodological foundations, in instructional technology and in the professional subject matter of early childhood 

and early childhood-special education. The professional subject matter of early childhood and early childhood-special education shall 

include course work specific to the young child from birth through grade three (3) in the areas of child development and learning; 

curriculum development and implementation; family and community relationships; assessment and evaluation; professionalism; and, 

application of technologies. 

   (3-16-04) 

 

 b. The required thirty (30) semester credit hours, or forty-five (45) quarter credit hours, shall include not less than six 

(6) semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, of early childhood student teaching and three (3) semester credit hours, or 

four (4) quarter credit hours, of developmental reading. (3-16-04) 

 

 03. Additional Requirements. An institutional recommendation from an accredited college or university, and passage 

of the Idaho Comprehensive Literacy Exam. (3-16-04) 

 

 04. Proficiency. Proficiency in areas noted above is measured by completion of the credit hour requirements provided 

herein. Additionally, each candidate shall meet or exceed the state qualifying score on approved early-childhood assessments 

.   (3-16-04) 

 

020. STANDARD SECONDARY CERTIFICATE. 

A Standard Secondary Certificate makes an individual eligible to teach in grades six (6) through twelve (12). A Secondary Certificate 

may be issued to any person with a bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university and who meets the following minimum 

requirements:  (3-16-04) 

 

 01. General Education Requirements. Completion of the general education requirements at an accredited college or 

university is required. (3-30-07) 

 

 02. Professional Education Requirements. (3-30-07) 

 

 a. A minimum of twenty (20) semester credit hours, or thirty (30) quarter credit hours, in the philosophical, 

psychological and methodological foundations, instructional technology, and in the professional subject matter of secondary 

education, which must include at least three (3) semester credit hours, or four (4) quarter credit hours, of reading in the content area.

 (3-16-04) 

 

 b. The required twenty (20) semester credit hours, or thirty (30) quarter credit hours, must also include at least six (6) 

semester credit hours, or nine (9) quarter credit hours, of secondary student teaching or two (2) years of satisfactory experience as a 

teacher in grades six (6) through twelve (12). (3-16-04) 

 

 03. Teaching Field Requirements. Preparation in at least two (2) fields of secondary teaching: a first teaching field of 

at least thirty (30) semester credit hours, or forty-five (45) quarter credit hours, and a second teaching field of at least twenty (20) 

semester credit hours, or thirty (30) quarter credit hours. Preparation of not less than forty-five (45) semester credit hours, or sixty-

seven (67) quarter credit hours, in a single subject area may be used in lieu of the first teaching field or second teaching field 

requirements. (3-30-07) 

 

 04. Additional Requirements. An institutional recommendation from an accredited college or university or verification 

of two (2) years of teaching experience in grades six (6) through twelve (12). (3-16-04) 

 

 05. Proficiency. Proficiency in areas noted above is measured by completion of the credit hour requirements provided 

herein. Additionally, each candidate must have a qualifying score on an approved content area assessment in any area(s) for which the 

certificate or endorsement(s) will be applied. (3-16-04) 

 

021. ENDORSEMENTS. 

Holders of a Secondary Certificate or a Standard Elementary Certificate, Exceptional Child Certificate, Standard Occupational 

Specialist Certificate and Advanced Occupational Specialist Certificate may be granted endorsements in subject areas as provided 

herein. Idaho preparation programs shall prepare candidates for endorsements in accordance with the Idaho Standards for Initial 

Certification of Professional School Personnel. An official statement of competency in a teaching area or field is acceptable in lieu of 

courses for a teaching major or minor if such statements originate in the department or division of the accredited college or university 

in which the competency is established and are approved by the director of teacher education of the recommending college or 

university. To add an endorsement to an existing credential, an individual shall complete the credit hour requirements as provided 

herein and shall also meet or exceed the state qualifying score on appropriate, state approved content, pedagogy and performance 

assessments. When converting semester credit hours to quarter credit hours, two (2) semester credit hours is equal to three (3) quarter 



credit hours.  (4-4-13) 

 

 01. Clinical Experience Requirement.  All endorsements require supervised teaching experience in the relevant 

content area, or a State Department of Education approved alternative clinical experience. (___) 

 

 

022. ENDORSEMENTS A - D. 

 

 01. Agriculture Science and Technology (6-12). (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Forty-five (45) semester credit hours including course work in each of the following areas: agriculture education; 

agriculture mechanics; agriculture business management; soil science; animal science; and plant science. (3-16-04) 

 

 b. Occupational teacher preparation coursework that relates to the appropriate area(s) as provided in Sections 034 

through 038. (4-4-13) 

 

 02. American Government /Political Science (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include: a minimum of six 

(6) semester credit hours in American Government, six (6) semester credit hours in U.S. History Survey, and a minimum of three (3) 

semester credit hours in Comparative Government. Remaining course work must be selected from Political Science. Course work may 

include three (3) semester credit hours in World History Survey. (4-11-06) 

 

 03. Art (K-12 or 6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours leading toward competency as defined by Idaho Standards 

for Visual Arts Teachers in the area of Art to include a minimum of nine (9) semester credit hours in: Foundation Art and Design. 

Additional course work must include at least two (2) Studio Areas and Secondary Arts Methods. To obtain an Art (K-12) 

endorsement, applicants holding a Secondary Certificate must complete an elementary methods course. (4-7-11) 

 

 04. Bilingual Education (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours leading toward competency as defined by Idaho 

Standards for Bilingual Education Teachers to include all of the following: at least nine (9) upper division semester credit hours in one 

(1) Modern Language other than English, including writing and literature, and advanced proficiency according to the American 

Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) guidelines; cultural diversity; ENL/Bilingual Methods; second language 

acquisition theory and practice; Foundations of ENL/Bilingual Education, Federal and State Law, Testing/identification of Limited 

English Proficient Students; at least two (2) semester credit hours in Bilingual Practicum; and three (3) semester credit hours in a 

Bilingual Education related elective (ex: linguistics, critical pedagogy, parent involvement). (4-4-13) 

 

 05. Biological Science (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include at least six (6) semester credit hours of 

course work in each of the following areas: Botany and Zoology. (3-16-04) 

 

 06. Business Technology Education (6-12). (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in each of the following areas: accounting; computer and 

technical applications in business; economics; methods of teaching business education; Professional-Technical Student Organization 

(PTSO) leadership; business communication/writing; and office procedures. Additional competencies may be satisfied through the 

following: entrepreneurship; finance; marketing; business law; and/or career guidance. (4-4-13) 

 

 b. Occupational teacher preparation that relates to the appropriate area(s) as provided in Sections 034 through 038. 

   (4-4-13) 

 

 07. Chemistry (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Chemistry. (3-16-04) 

 

 08. Communication (6-12). Follow one (1) of the following options: (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Option I: Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include Methods of Teaching Speech/Communications plus course 

work in at least four (4) of the following areas: Interpersonal Communication/Human Relations; Argumentation/Personal Persuasion; 

Group Communications; Nonverbal Communication; Public Speaking; and Drama/Theater Arts. (3-16-04) 

 

 b. Option II: Possess an English endorsement plus at least twelve (12) semester credit hours distributed among the 

following: Interpersonal Communication/Human Relations, Public Speaking, and Methods of Teaching Speech/Communication.  

   (3-16-04) 

 

 10. Drama (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours leading toward competency as defined by Idaho Standards for 

Drama Teachers, including a minimum of sixteen (16) semester credit hours in Drama or Theater Arts, including course work in each 

of the following: Acting, Directing, and Technical Stage Production, and four (4) semester credit hours in Communications. To obtain 



a Drama (6-12) endorsement, applicants must complete a comprehensive methods course including the pedagogy of acting, directing 

and technical theatre. (4-7-11) 

 

 11. Driver Education (6-12). Two (2) semester credit hours in Basic Driver Education for Teachers and two (2) 

semester credit hours in any of the following: Advanced Driver Education; Driver Simulation Education; Traffic Engineering; General 

Safety Education; or Highway Transportation. Additionally, an individual must have three (3) years of satisfactory driving experience 

immediately prior to endorsement as verified by the Motor Vehicle Division of the State Department of Transportation. (3-16-04) 

 

023. ENDORSEMENTS E - L. 

 

 01. Earth Science (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including course work in each of the following: Earth 

Science, Astronomy, and Geology. (4-11-06) 

 

 02. Economics (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include a minimum of three (3) semester credit hours of 

micro-economics, a minimum of three (3) semester credit hours of macro-economics, and a minimum of six (6) semester credit hours 

of Personal Finance/Consumer Economics/Economics Methods. Remaining course work may be selected from economics and finance 

course work in one (1) or more of the following areas: Agriculture Science and Technology, Business Education, Economics, Family 

and Consumer Science, or Marketing Education.  

   (4-11-06) 

 

 03. English (6-12). Twenty (20) Forty five (45) upper division semester credit hours leading toward competency as 

defined by Idaho Standards for English Language Arts Teachers including three (3) semester credit hours in Linguistics/Grammar, 

three (3) semester credit hours in American Literature, British Literature, Adolescent Literature, Multicultural Literature, three (3) 

semester credit hours in Content Literacy, English Literature, methods courses in Reading/Literature, Writing, and Integrating English 

Language Arts, and six (6) semester credit hours in Advanced Composition, excluding the introductory sequence designed to meet 

general education requirements. Remaining credits must be completed in the English Department, and must include some course work 

in Writing Methods for Teachers of Secondary Students. (3-16-04)(___) 

 

 04. English as a New Language (ENL) (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours leading toward competency as 

defined by Idaho Standards for ENL Teachers to include all of the following: at least four (4) semester credit hours in a modern 

language other than English; Cultural Diversity; ENL Methods; Linguistics; second language acquisition theory and practice; 

Foundations of ENL/Bilingual Education, Federal and State Law, Testing/Identification of Limited English Proficient Students; and at 

least one (1) semester credit in ENL Practicum or Field Experience. (4-4-13) 

 

 05. Family and Consumer Sciences (6-12). (4-4-13) 

 

 a. Thirty (30) semester credit hours to include coursework in each of the following areas: Child/Human Development; 

Human/Family Relations; Directed Laboratory Experience in Childcare; Apparel and Textiles, Cultural Dress, Fashion 

Merchandising, or Design; Nutrition; Food Preparation, Food Production, or Culinary Arts; Housing, Interior Design, Home 

Management, or Equipment; Consumer Economics or Family Resource Management; Introduction to Family Consumer Sciences; 

Professional-Technical Student Organization (PTSO) leadership; and Integration of Family Consumer Sciences or Family Consumer 

Science Methods.  (4-4-13) 

 

 b. Occupational teacher preparation that relates to the appropriate area(s) as provided in Sections 034 through 038.   (4-4-13) 

 

 06. Geography (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including course work in Cultural Geography and Physical 

Geography, and a maximum of six (6) semester credit hours in World History Survey. Remaining semester credit hours must be 

selected from Geography. (4-11-06) 

 

 07. Geology (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Geology. (3-16-04) 

 

 08. Gifted and Talented (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours, leading toward competency as defined by Idaho 

Standards for Gifted and Talented Education Teachers to include a minimum of three (3) semester credits hours in each of the 

following areas: Foundations of Gifted and Talented Education; Creative/Critical Thinking Skills for Gifted and Talented Students; 

Social and Emotional Needs of Gifted and Talented Students; Curriculum, and Instruction, and Assessment for Gifted and Talented 

Students; Differentiated Instruction and Programing for Gifted and Talented Students; and Practicum and Program Design for Gifted 

and Talented Education. Remaining course work must be in the area of gifted education. (5-8-09)(___) 

 

 09. Health (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in 

Organization/Administration/Planning of a School Health Program; Health and Wellness; Secondary Methods of Teaching Health; 

Mental/Emotional Health; Nutrition; Human Sexuality; Substance Use and Abuse. Remaining semester credits must be in health-

related course work. To obtain a Health K-12 endorsement, applicants must complete an elementary Health methods course.  (4-4-13) 



 

 10. History (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include a minimum of six (6) semester credit hours of U.S. 

History Survey and a minimum of six (6) semester credit hours of World History Survey. Remaining course work must be in History. 

Course work may include three (3) semester credit hours in American Government. 

   (4-11-06) 

 

 11. Humanities (6-12). An endorsement in English, History, Music, Visual Art, Drama, or Foreign Language and 

twenty (20) semester credit hours in one of the following areas or ten (10) semester credit hours in each of two (2) of the following 

areas: Literature, Music, Foreign Language, Humanities Survey, History, Visual Art, Philosophy, Drama, Comparative World 

Religion, Architecture, and Dance. (4-11-06) 

 

 12. Journalism (6-12). Follow one (1) of the following options: (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Option I: Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include a minimum of sixteen (16) semester credit hours in 

Journalism and four (4) semester credit hours in English. (3-16-04) 

 

 b. Option II: Possess an English endorsement with a minimum of six (6) semester credit hours in Journalism.  (3-16-04) 

 

 13. Library Media Specialist (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the field of Education Media or Library 

Science, including a minimum of:  (5-8-09) 

 

 a. Collection Development/Materials Selection; (5-8-09) 

 

 b. Literature for Youth or Children; (5-8-09) 

 

 c. Organization of Information (Cataloging and Classification); (5-8-09) 

 

 d. School Library Administration/Management; and (5-8-09) 

 

 e. Library Information Technologies and Information Literacy. (5-8-09) 

 

 14.13. Literacy (K-12). Twenty-one (201) semester credit hours leading toward competency as defined by Idaho Standards 

for Literacy Teachers to include the following areas: in the area of Literacy including a minimum of three (3) semester credit hours in 

each of the following areas: Foundations of Reading Literacy (including reading, writing, and New Literacies); or Development and 

Diversity of Literacy Learners; Developmental Reading; Reading Literacy in the Content Area; Literature for Youth; 

Psycholinguistics or Language Development; Corrective/Diagnostic/Remedial Reading; and Teaching Writing Instruction. To obtain a 

Literacy endorsement, applicants must complete the Idaho Comprehensive Literacy Course or the Idaho Comprehensive Literacy 

Assessment. Remaining credits must be taken in the area of teaching literacy.   (5-8-09) (___) 

 

024. ENDORSEMENTS M - Z. 

 

 01. Marketing Technology Education (6-12). (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in each of the following areas: Marketing; Management; 

Economics; Coordination of Cooperative Programs; Merchandising/Retailing; Methods of Teaching Marketing Education; and 

Professional-Technical Student Organization (PTSO) Leadership, with remaining credit hours in Entrepreneurship; Hospitality and 

Tourism; Finance; or Accounting. (4-4-13) 

 

 b. Occupational teacher preparation that relates to the appropriate area(s) as provided in Sections 034 through 038. 

   (4-4-13) 

 

 02. Mathematics - Basic (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in Mathematics including course work in Algebra, 

Geometry, and Trigonometry. Six (6) semester credit hours of computer programming may be substituted for six (6) semester credits 

in Mathematics.  (3-16-04) 

 

 03. Mathematics (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including course work in each of the following areas: 

Geometry, Linear Algebra, Discrete Mathematics, Probability and Statistics, and a minimum of three (3) semester credit hours of 

Calculus. Statistics course work may be taken from a department other than the mathematics department. (4-11-06) 

 

 04. Music (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours leading toward competency as defined by Idaho Standards 

for Music Teachers to include course work in the following: Theory and Harmony; Aural Skills, Music History; Conducting; Applied 

Music; and Piano Proficiency (Class Piano or Applied Piano), and Secondary Music Methods/Materials. To obtain a Music K-12 



endorsement, applicants must complete an elementary music methods course.   (4-7-11) 

 

 05. Natural Science (6-12). Follow one (1) of the following options: (4-7-11) 

 a. Option I: Must hold an existing endorsement in one of the following areas: Biological Science, Chemistry, Earth 

Science, Geology, or Physics; and complete a total of twenty-four (24) semester credit hours as follows: (4-7-11) 

  

 i. Existing Biological Science Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in each of the following 

areas: Physics, Chemistry, and Earth Science or Geology. (4-7-11) 

 

 ii. Existing Physics Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in each of the following areas: Biology, 

Chemistry, and Earth Science or Geology. (4-7-11) 

 

 iii. Existing Chemistry Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in each of the following areas: 

Biology, Physics, and Earth Science or Geology. (4-7-11) 

 

 iv. Existing Earth Science or Geology Endorsement. Minimum of eight (8) semester credit hours in each of the 

following areas: Biology, Physics, and Chemistry. (4-7-11) 

 

 b. Option II: Must hold an existing endorsement in Agriculture Science and Technology; and complete twenty (20) 

semester credit hours with at least four (4) semester credit hours in each of the following areas: Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science or 

Geology, and Physics. (4-7-11) 

 

 06. Physics (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Physics. (3-16-04) 

 

 07. Physical Education (PE) (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in each of the 

following areas: Sport, Movement, and Outdoor Skills; Secondary PE Methods; Student Evaluation in PE; Administration of a PE 

Program; Safety and Prevention of Injuries; Fitness and Wellness; PE for Special Populations; Exercise Physiology; 

Kinesiology/Biomechanics; Sports Psychology or Sociology; Motor Behavior; and Current CPR and First Aid Certification. To obtain 

a PE K-12 endorsement, applicants must complete an elementary PE methods course. (4-4-13) 

 

 08. Physical Education/Health. Must have an endorsement in both physical education and health. 

   (3-30-07) 

 

 09. Physical Science (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of physical science to include a minimum of 

eight (8) semester credit hours in each of the following: Chemistry and Physics. (3-16-04) 

 

 10. Psychology. Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Psychology. (3-16-04) 

 

 11. Social Studies (6-12). Must have an endorsement in History, American Government/Political Science, Economics, 

or Geography plus a minimum of twelve (12) semester credit hours in each of the remaining core endorsements areas: History, 

Geography, Economics, and American Government/Political Science. (3-29-10) 

 

 12. Sociology (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours in the area of Sociology. (3-16-04) 

 

 13. Sociology/Anthropology (6-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours including a minimum of six (6) semester credit 

hours in each of the following: Anthropology and Sociology. (3-16-04) 

 

 14. Teacher Librarian (K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours of coursework leading toward competency as 

defined by Idaho Standards for Teacher Librarians to include the following: Collection Development/Materials Selection, Literature 

for Children and/or Young Adults; Organization of Information (Cataloging and Classification); School Library 

Administration/Management; Library Information Technologies; Information Literacy; and Reference and Information Service    (___) 

  

 14.15. Technology Education (6-12). (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include course work in each of the following areas: Communication 

Technology; Computer Applications; Construction Technology; Electronics Technology; Manufacturing Technology; Power, Energy 

and Transportation and other relevant emerging technologies; and Principles of Engineering Design. (4-4-13) 

 

 b. Occupational teacher preparation that relates to the appropriate area(s) as provided in Sections 034 through 038. 

   (4-4-13) 

 

 15.16. World Language (6-12 or K-12). Twenty (20) semester credit hours to include a minimum of twelve (12) upper 



division credits in a specific world language taken within the last ten (10) years leading to a proficiency level as defined by a state-

approved exam (for example, a passing grade on the Praxis or an Advanced level as defined by the American Council on the Teaching 

of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)). Course work must include two (2) or more of the following areas: Grammar, Conversation, 

Composition, Culture, and Literature; and course work in Foreign Language Methods. To obtain an endorsement in a specific foreign 

language (K-12), applicants holding a Secondary Certificate must complete an elementary methods course. (4-4-13) 

 

025. AMERICAN INDIAN LANGUAGE (SECTION 33-1280, IDAHO CODE). 

Each Indian tribe shall provide to the State Department of Education the names of those highly and uniquely qualified individuals who 

have been designated to teach the tribe's native language in accordance with Section 33-1280, Idaho Code. Individuals identified by 

the tribe(s) may apply for an Idaho American Indian Certificate as American Indian languages teachers.  (4-9-09) 

 

 01. Process the Application. The Office of Indian Education at the State Department of Education will process an 

application that has met the requirements of the Tribe(s) for an American Indian languages teacher.  (4-9-09) 

 

 02. Approval Has Been Received. Once an application with Tribal approval has been received, it will be reviewed and, 

if approved, it will be forwarded to the Office of Certification for a criminal history background check as required in Section 33-130, 

Idaho Code. The application must include a ten finger fingerprint card or scan and a forty dollar ($40) fee for undergoing a criminal 

history check pursuant to Section 33-130, Idaho Code.  (4-9-09) 

 

 03. Office of Certification. The Office of Certification will review the application and verify the applicant is eligible 

for an Idaho American Indian Certificate. The State Department of Education shall authorize an eligible applicant as an American 

Indian languages teacher. An Idaho American Indian Certificate is valid for not more than five (5) years. Individuals may apply for a 

renewal certificate.  (4-9-09) 

 

026. ADMINISTRATOR CERTIFICATE. 

Every person who serves as a superintendent, a secondary school principal, or principal of an elementary school with eight (8) or more 

teachers (including the principal), or is assigned administrative duties over and above those commonly assigned to teachers, is 

required to hold an Administrator Certificate. The certificate may be endorsed for service as a school principal, a superintendent, or a 

director of special education and related services. Assistant superintendents are required to hold the Superintendent endorsement. 

Assistant principals or vice-principals are required to hold the Principal endorsement. Applicants for the Director of Special Education 

and Related Services endorsement will hold that endorsement on an Administrator Certificate. Proof of proficiency in evaluating 

teacher performance shall be required of all Administrator Certificate holders. Proof of proficiency in evaluating performance shall be 

demonstrated by passing a proficiency assessment approved by the State Department of Education as an initial certification 

requirement. Possession of an Administrator Certificate does not entitle the holder to serve as a teacher at a grade level for which the 

educator is not qualified or certificated. All administrator certificates require candidates to meet the following competencies of the 

Idaho Foundation Standards for School Administrators: Visionary and Strategic Planning, Instructional Leadership, Management and 

Organizational Leadership, Family and Community Partnerships, Professional and Ethical Leadership, and Governance and Legal 

Leadership School Climate, Collaborative Leadership, and Instructional Leadership.                            (3-30-07) (___) 

 

 01. School Principal Endorsement (Pre-K-12). To be eligible for an Administrator Certificate endorsed for School 

Principal Pre-K-12, a candidate must have satisfied the following requirements: (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Hold a master’s degree from an accredited college or university. (3-16-04) 

 

 b. Have four (4) years of full-time certificated experience working with students, Pre-K-12, while under contract in an 

accredited school setting. (3-30-07) 

 

 c. Have completed an administrative internship in a state-approved program, or have one (1) year of experience as an 

administrator in grades Pre-K-12. (3-30-07) 

 

 d. Provide verification of completion of a state-approved program of at least thirty (30) semester credit hours, forty-

five (45) quarter credit hours, of graduate study in school administration for the preparation of school principals at an accredited 

college or university. This program shall include the competencies of the Idaho Foundation Standards for School Administrators: 

Visionary and Strategic Planning, Instructional Leadership, Management and Organizational Leadership, Family and Community 

Partnerships, Professional and Ethical Leadership, and Governance and Legal Leadership School Climate, Collaborative Leadership, 

and Instructional Leadership. (3-30-07) (___) 

 

 e. An institutional recommendation is required for a School Principal Pre-K-12 Endorsement. 

   (3-16-04) 

 

 02. Superintendent Endorsement. To be eligible for an Administrator Certificate with a Superintendent endorsement, 

a candidate must have satisfied the following requirements: (3-16-04) 



 

 a. Hold an education specialist or doctorate degree or complete a comparable post-master’s sixth year program at an 

accredited college or university. (3-16-04) 

 

 b. Have four (4) years of full-time certificated/licensed experience working with Pre-K-12 students while under 

contract in an accredited school setting. (3-30-07) 

 

 c. Have completed an administrative internship in a state-approved program for the superintendent endorsement or 

have one (1) year of out-of-state experience as an assistant superintendent or superintendent in grades Pre-K-12. (3-30-07) 

 

 d. Provide verification of completion of an approved program of at least thirty (30) semester credit hours, or forty-five 

(45) quarter credit hours, of post-master’s degree graduate study for the preparation of school superintendents at an accredited college 

or university. This program in school administration and interdisciplinary supporting areas shall include the competencies in 

Superintendent Leadership, in additional to the competencies in the Idaho Foundation Standards for School Administrators: Visionary 

and Strategic Planning, Instructional Leadership, Management and Organizational Leadership, Family and Community Partnerships, 

Professional and Ethical Leadership, and Governance and Legal Leadership School Climate, Collaborative Leadership, and 

Instructional Leadership. (3-30-07)(___) 

 

 e. An institutional recommendation is required for a School Superintendent Endorsement. (3-16-04) 

 

 03. Director of Special Education and Related Services Endorsement (Pre-K-12). To be eligible for an 

Administrator Certificate endorsed for Director of Special Education and Related Services Pre-K-12, a candidate must have satisfied 

all of the following requirements: (3-16-04) 

 

 a. Hold a master’s degree from an accredited college or university. (3-16-04) 

 

 b. Have four (4) years of full-time certificated/licensed experience working with students Pre-K-12, while under 

contract in a school setting. (3-16-04) 

 

 c. Obtain college or university verification of demonstrated the competencies of the Idaho Foundation Standards for 

School Administrators: Visionary and Strategic Planning, Instructional Leadership, Management and Organizational Leadership, 

Family and Community Partnerships, Professional and Ethical Leadership, and Governance and Legal Leadership School Climate, 

Collaborative Leadership, and Instructional Leadership. (3-30-07)(___) 

 

 d. Obtain college or university verification of demonstrated competencies in the following areas, in addition to the 

competencies in the Idaho Foundation Standards for School Administrators: Concepts of Least Restrictive Environment; Post-School 

Outcomes and Services for Students with Disabilities Ages Three (3) to Twenty-one (21); Collaboration Skills for General Education 

Intervention; Instructional and Behavioral Strategies; Individual Education Programs (IEPs); Assistive and Adaptive Technology; 

Community-Based Instruction and Experiences; Data Analysis for Instructional Needs and Professional Training; Strategies to 

Increase Program Accessibility; Federal and State Laws and Regulations and School District Policies; Resource Advocacy; and 

Technology Skills for Referral Processes, and Record Keeping. (3-30-07) 

 

 e. Have completed an administrative internship/practicum in the area of administration of special education and related 

services  . (3-16-04) 

 

 f. An institutional recommendation is required for Director of Special Education and Related Services Pre-K-12 

Endorsement.  (3-16-04) 

 

 

BREAK IN CONTINUITY OF SECTIONS 

 

 

100. OFFICIAL VEHICLE FOR APPROVING TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAMS. 

(Section 33-114, Idaho Code)  (4-1-97) 

 

 01. The Official Vehicle for the Approval of Teacher Education Programs. The official vehicle for the approval of 

teacher education programs will be the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) Council for the 

Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP) approved Idaho Standards for the Initial Certification of Professional School Personnel. 

The Idaho Standards are based upon the accepted national standards for educator preparation and include state-specific, core teaching 

requirements. The State Department of Education will transmit to the head of each Idaho college or department of education a copy of 

all revisions to the Idaho Standards for the Initial Certification of Professional School Personnel. Such revisions will take effect and 



must be implemented within a period not to exceed two (2) years after notification of such revision. (3-29-12) 

 

 02. Reference Availability. The Idaho Standards for the Initial Certification of Professional School Personnel, 

incorporated by reference in Subsection 004.01, are available for inspection on the Office of the State Board of Education’s website at 

www.boardofed.idaho.gov. (3-29-12) 

 

 03. Continuing Approval. (3-29-12) 

 

 a. The state of Idaho will follow the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) model by 

which institutions shall pursue continuing approval through a full program review every seven (7) years. The full program review shall 

be based upon the Idaho Standards for Initial Certification of Professional School Personnel. (3-29-12) 

 

 b. The state of Idaho will additionally conduct focused reviews of state-specific, core teaching requirements in the 

interim, not to exceed every third year following the full program review. (3-29-12) 

 

 04. Payment Responsibilities for Teacher Preparation Program Reviews. The Professional Standards Commission 

is responsible for Idaho teacher preparation program reviews, including assigning responsibility for paying for program reviews. To 

implement the reviews, it is necessary that: (4-6-05) 

 

 a. The Professional Standards Commission pays for all in-state expenses for on-site teacher preparation reviews from 

its budget. (4-6-05) 

 

 b. Requesting institutions pay for all out-of-state expenses related to on-site teacher preparation program reviews. 

   (4-6-05) 

 
 

file://admcarbon/user/bhunt/Requested%20text/For%20Portia/www.boardofed.idaho.gov

